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ABSTRACT 
 
With the beginning of a new century, we are faced 
with discussions and arguments about the future of 
our cities. It is being argued that cities have 
undergone a major transformation process. The 
morphological aspects of the cities is in the agenda 
of post modern discourses  which debate that 
morphological patterns of cities are as important as 
economical, social, political, and cultural factors. It 
is a lack of understanding for the importance of 
morphological patterns in establishing the essence 
and identity of cities, due to which the modernist 
towns are being questioned. 
 
A growing concern for the new tools, concepts to 
enhance the methodological issues and to understand 
the essence of the morphology in urban design is 
being observed. This paper is concerned with 
developing a method for analysing the 
morphological essence of cities in terms of concept 
of genius loci. The basic premises of the methods 
consists of the concepts of morphology, topology 
and typology. With these   concepts  an  analytical 
framework   is established and the town of Mardin is 
analysed with the help of this model. 

EXCERPT FROM THE TEXT 
Meaning associated with spatial configuration 
achieved through intermingling with the land form 
contributes in making the character of a place. For 
example it is suggested that ‘delineated space’ refers 
to bounded, constricted, constrained, contracted or 
centripetal space; whereas ‘open space’ suggests 
inward and outward movement, spatial penetration, 
liberty and freedom. It is difficult to describe it 
separately from the other components of 
environment since it surrounds and is determined by 
them. As a result of this relationship, the spatial 
configuration of the place in terms of settlement 
patterns can be categorised as follows; 

 - wide - narrow 
 - open - closed 
 - dispersed-compact  settlement  

 
The slope of the city of Mardin creates an advantageous setting for 
the settlement. The downhill flow of cool air causes cool pools in 
and around the houses where there is comfortable outdoor sleeping 
space. [Adapted and modified form Gabriel, 1940]. 


